COMMON SENSE, 


LET US BE HAPPY, 


WHILE: WE ARE wELI.L 


My Son, fear thou the Lok p and the KI No, and meddle 


not with them that are given to change. 
Prov. xxtfv. V. 21. 
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COMMON SENSE, &c. 
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THEN faQtious and diſcontented Men are 
induſtrioufly diſſeminating dottrines 
and opinions, not merely dangerous; but in fact 
ſubverſive of all Government, and deſtructive 
to the peace and happineſs of all Society, it be- 
comes the duty of every good Citizen to fland 
boldly forward, and to attempt to ſtem the tor- 
rent, which, unleſs reſiſted, will ſooner or later 
overwhelm this happy and flouriſhing King- 
dom, with miſery and confuſion, 


My ſole objeR, in addreſſing the Public, 
is from a conviction that a great number of 
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my Countrymen, far from being intentionally 
diffatisfied with our Government, have had 
their minds imperceptibly poiſoned and ali- 


| enated by the numberleſs miſchievous and 


ſeditious Publications, which, of late, have 
been iſſued forth in ſuch ſhoals, and circula- 
ted with ſuch unwearied indultry, that the 
moſt remote corners of the Britiſh Empire 
have, in ſome degree, felt their baneful 
influence. 


— 


Theſe new Doctrines are cloathed with the 


ſpecious titles of © Tux Ricurs or Man,” . 


« L,;zs8zRTY and Eguality,” &c. &c. and 
for the promulgation of theſe pernicious 
Principles, Societies have been formed in the 
Metropolis and principal Towns, and Clubs 
eſtabliſhed in almoſt eyery Village in the three 
Kingdoms. By theſe means the plant of Re- 
bellion has been generated—has taken root— 
and has thriven apace amongſt Us. 


It is high time then, that We ſhould look 
about Us with circumſpection, and before it 
is too late, trace, if poſſible, the evil to its 


ſource, and apply a remedy equal to the mag- 


nitude of the Emergency, 


The 
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The firſt promoters of diſaffection have 
long been reſtleſs and diſcontented, and when 
opportunity offered, were evermore thwarting, 
and throwing obſtacles in the way of Govern- 
ment, At one time, They are clamorous and 
ſtraining every nerve to obtain the Repeal of 
the Teſt Act (that excellent Palladium of our 
Conſtitution both in Church and State) in 
which caſe, They would be fully competent 
to ſerve, and have command in the Army, and 
Navy, and to fill all offices of power and 
emolument under Government, Had their 
efforts been ſucceſsful, it is greatly to be fear- 
ed, that, ere now, our boaſted Conſtitution 
would have been ſapped to its foundation :— 


For what, in reaſon, could we expett from 


Men in office, whoſe principles are ſubverſive 


of that very Government under which They 


ſerve ?—A well-known Writer on the ſubjett 
of the Repeal of the Teſt Laws, thus delivers 
himſelf, © Let not the. Proteſtant Diſſenters 
put their truſt in king, miniſter, or prelates ; 
but let them confide in their own exertions, 
the juſtice of their cauſe, and the generolity of 
the nation. Let them not be witheld by pro- 
miſes, or intimidated by threats, from proſe- 
cuting their deſign, or uſing all the helps which 
Providence has placed in thcir power. There 

is 
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is not an individual among them, however 
humble his fituation, however confined his 
Tphere of action, who may not exert himſelf 
with effect. By converſation with his neigh- 
bours, by correſpondence with his friends, he 
may conciliate our enemies, and make the 
luke-warm zealous.—Beſides, the time cannot 
be far remote, when the Repreſentatives of 
| the people muſt give an account of their truſt 
| to their conſtituents ; and that power, which 
| » the Diſſenters ſo ſignally diſplayed at the diſ- 
ſüolution of the laſt Parliament, muſt have 
1. | conſiderable influence at the conclufion of 
ſ the preſent.* Such a criſis in favour of the 
| | Diſſenters may not occur in the revolution of 
{ ages; and it is a duty to themſelves and their 
| | poſterity to take advantage of it.” 


E 


| Is this conſtitutional Language? Is this the 
i Language of Men well affected to our Govern- 
| ment? No! Their meaning and their views have 
long been unequivocal, and their difloyalty 1s 
written in conſpicuous charatters, 


| Another Author, equally famous for repub- | 
| lican principles, and a profeſſed enemy to the 
| Britiſh Conſtitution both in Church and State, | 


* Meaning the Election 1790, which followed a little after | 
the Publication of the Pamphlet from which the above | 
extract is taken, | 


In 
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in order to bring into Diſeſteem our Code 
of criminal Juriſprudence, ſays, © The Laws 
of England are fevere, They hang a man for 
ſtealing a filk handkerchief value five fhillings; 
They confine a Man a month to hard labour and 


bread and water, for ſtealing a Turnip, or 
plundering a hedge.” 


Who can read a recent Publication of 
Mr. C. r. x from page 57 to 63, and will 
not acknowledge that the late Birmingham 
Dottor is ably aſſiſted in his very pious 
labour of planting in proper order, thoſe 
Grains of Gunpowder, which, he boaſts, are 
ſooner or later to blow up our Conſtitution, 
both in Church and State. Mr. C.. r. R is 
evidently, not only as well diſpoſed as the 
Pottor, to lay the Train, but alſo as ready and 
willing to apply the Match, whenever the much 
wiſhed for Criſis is at hand, Let us contem- 
plate the Doctrines and Principles of theſe 
leading Gentlemen, and then reſolve whether 
this be either a proper, or even a ſafe feafon 
for repealing the Teſt Laws ? 


A reformation in Parliament is at another 
time indiſpenſibly neceſſary, and when Admi- 
niſtration have been obliged to equip a Fleet, 
to chaſtiſe our Enemies, to aſſiſt our Allies, or 
to protect our Commerce, their 9 
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been invariably uniform. If a clamour is 
raiſed in a Siſter Kingdom, they are at all times 
ready to join in the uproar, and to add fuel 
to the flame of diſcontent. In ſhort, the ſub- 
verkon of our Government, both in Church 
and State, is evidently the aim and objett of ma- 
ny of thoſe diſcontented Men. Of Princes *tis 
ſaid, © There is but a ſhort ſpace between their 
Priſons and their Tombs,” With equal pro- 
priety we may obſerve, That there arcbat a ſew 
links between Reformation and a Revolution. 


Our boaſted Conſtitution (the pride and 
glory of Engliſhmen) has not been brought to 
its preſent perfection in a day, a month, a 
year, or a Generation; no! the wiſdom of ages 
has matured its "hath: the braveſt Sons of 
Britain have died in its defence, and rivers of 
blood have been ſhed in its du dor. — Our 
Laws, unequalled in any Country, hold ſacred 
the Liberty and Property of every individual, 
and of every Body of Men, Intheir operation, 
there is no diſtinction of perſons; the Prince 
on the Throne, and the Peaſant in his Cottage, 
equally BRO GIS in the common protettion, 


Let then no unhallowed hand pollute this 
ineſtimable fabrick—forbid it heaven! forbid 
it every Briton !———As our choicelt treaſure, 

let 
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9:3 
let us love and protect it, and hand it down to 


our Children, as their deareſt and moſt ineſ- 
timable Patrimony. 


If ever there exiſted that happy Ara, 
when the People of any Country upon Earth, 
had peculiar cauſe to thank Providence ſor 
the bleſſings they enjoyed; the preſent is, my 
Countrymen, that propitieus time with Us. — 
Let us then, with grateful hearts, and bended 
knees, implore the Ar ui, for a continu. 


ance of them. 


One of the greateft Politicians, and one of 
the beſt men in Europe, (the celebrated Mr. 
Necxes,) in his © Efſay on Executive Power,“ 
thus expreſſes his ſentiments with reſpect to the 
Britiſh Government ;—* Since this Epocha, - 
(the Revolution and the time of the ſubſequent 
acts of Parliament) the Engliſh have imagined 
they enjoy all the happinefs which Liberty can 
procure ; and have never ſpoken of their Ga- 
vernment without teſtifying, by ſome epithet, 
the love which they feel for it—Our happy Con- 


ſtitution is their habitual phraſe, their familiar 


expreſſion, not only among their repreſenta- 
tives, but in their diſtant provinces, in their 
towns and villages. Yet to this nation, en- 
lighted by events ſo numerous, and whoſe 
conſtitutional 
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conſtitutional vigour is fortified like foreſt 
oaks, by {winds and beating tempeſts; to this 
Nation have our politicians of yeſterday, our 
cold theoriſts, and our tumultuous legiſlators 
oppoſed their haſty and recent innovations. 
May HEAVEN ETERNALLY PRESERVE THAT 
NATION FROM A LIKE CHANGE !—To me it 
ſhould feem a carme ſo much as to conceive 
the deſign. You who are the ardent propaga- 
tors of Novelties not yet proved, reſpett this 
cradle of Liberty; reſpe& the Country in 
which Freedom took birth; the Country deſ- 
tined perhaps to remain its ſole aſylum, if ever 
your own exaggerations ſhould drive it from 
you.—And you, generous Nation, you our firft 
inſtructors in the knowledge and love of Li- 
berty, continue long to preſerve the good of 
which you are in poſſeſſton. May the freedom 
you enjoy be ever united to your great moral 
qualities; and may it ever be as truly defended 
by your PRUDENCE as by your Courage. To 
you it belongs to maintain the renown of Li- 
berty, and religiouſly to guard that ſacred 
ſire which among us has only become the ns 
ſtrument of conflagration.” 


Such are the ſentiments of that great Man, 
and the more to be regarded, as being unin- 


fluenced | 


1 


fluenced by the prejudices of birth, elime, 
or education, 


Bleſſed with a mild and benevolent Prince 
upon the Throne, whoſe religious and moral 
virtues have endeared him to all good Men, 
who, tho”, armed with the Sword of Power, ne- 
ver uſed it as an inſtrument of oppreſſion ; but 
who, on all occaſions, has manifeſted his pa- 
rental love and affettion for his People; can 
we then be ſo ungenerous, as repay his love 
and affection, with ingratitude and diſaffec- 
tion? No! let us ſpurn the idea, and baniſh 
every diſloyal thought from amongſt us, 


Never did this Country boaſt a more able 
and patriotic Miniſter than the preſent Premi- 
er; 'tis difficult to ſay, whether his wonderful 
powers of mind, or his incorruptible integrity 
are moſt deſerving our eſteem, and admiration, 


When firſt raiſed by his Sovereign, to 
the exalted ſtation he now fills, with ſo much 
honor to himſelf and advantage to his Country, 
he had to contend with a Phalanx of diffi- 
culties. The Nation wearied and exhauſted 
both in blood and treaſure by a ruinous and un- 
ſucceſsful War—its Councils weakened with 
jarring interefts—an empty Exchequer—the 

] Empire 
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Empire diſmembered—forfaken and deferted 
by our Allies—not one friendly Power found 
to ſtretch forth her hand to aſſiſt us—and our 
Commerce languiſhing nearly to extinction.— 
Such was the Picture preſented to the Minil- 
ter's view, when at the age of 24 our young 
Iv us was called to the Reins of Government. 


It is worthy of remark, that our Funds, 
viz, the 3 per Cent. Conſols, were at 55 per 
Cent. and Sheep's Wool, our ſtaple Commo— 
dity, at 25. 4d. per Stone, at the commence- 
ment of the Year 1783. I have drawn this 
{light ſketch of our ſituation at that time, in 
order to contraſt it with the ſtate of this 
Country, in the Summer of the Year 1792; 
So that by comparing our relative ſituations at 
thoſe periods, My Countrymen may ſee, what 
abundant reaſon We have to repoſe the fulleſt 
confidence in Government, which by the vi- 
dom of its Councils, and attention to our in- 
tereſts, has raiſed us, in a few years, from the 
loweſt ebb of deſpondency to our preſent un- 
_exampled pitch of Proſperity and Riches. 


That the trade of Great Britain is at this 
time proſperous and flouriſhing, in a degree 
unknown in this or any other Country, at any 

former 
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former period, is ſo obvious, and ſo true, that 
the moſt diſſatisfied do not pretend to contro- 
vert it. Our numerous and various manufac- 
tories throughout Yorkſhire, Lancaſhire, Staf— 
fordſhire, and in ſhort, in every County in 
England, as well as in Scotland and Treland, 
are all equally proſperous; and ſome of them 
have, within a few years, multiplied ten fold, 
and ſtill continue encreaſing. Our Admini- 
ſt ration is firm and united in their Councils 
Our Alliance is courted by neighbouring 
Powers, and our Colonies are content and 
happy. The public Revenue has been 
for years back progreſſively encreafing ; 
more than NINE MILLIONs of the National 
Debt have been paid off, and our taxes are di- 
miniſhing.—The -Britiſh Flag triumphant rules 
the ocean, and is reſpetted by all Nations; 


and ſuch is the enterpriſing ſpirit of our Mer- 


chants, under the protection of the _ Britiſh 
Government, aided by the natural hardineſs 
and bravery of our Seamen, that the riches of 
every clime, and the produce of every Soil, is 
poured into the lap of this favoured Iſland : 
of which it ſeems no hyperbole to ſay, that ſhe 
holds the Cornucopia of the Globe, The 
Land-owner and the Farmer equally partici- 
pate in the general Proſperity: the influx of 


wealth 


[ 4) 


wealth to the Merchant and Manufacturer en- 
hances the value of the Poſſeſſions of the 
former, and the latter receives with gladneſs 
an increaſed price, for the produce of his 
labour. — Our Funds, viz. the g per Cent. 
Confols. in the Spring of the Year 1792, were 
up at gb. per Cent; and Sheep's Wool now at 


75. 64, per ſtone, Which in the year 1783 was 
at 25. 4d. 


If then, this Country, under its preſent 
farm of Government, is in this flattering ſtate 
of proſperity, and its trade and manufattories 
in the flouriſhing condition I have deſcribed 
them, — Why this outery for a change! 2 
Whence theſe ſeditious murmurings, diſcon- 
tents and diſaffection ? Can Engliſhmen be ſo 
blind to their Intereſts, as not to ſee when they 
are well ? Can we for a moment be ſo mon- 
gte rouſly infatuated, as to ſurrender our peace, 
our liberties, our very exiſtence as an Empire, 
and every thing we hold dear in life, into the 
hands of viſionary Reformiſts— into the hands 
of Men, avowed Enemies to Monarchy, and 
to our happy Conſtitution both in Church and 


State ? Forbid it Heaven orbid it. 
every Briton ! 
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1 wiſh (if poſſible) to arouſe ſome of my 
Countrymen from their delufive dream; from 
their ſtupor of diſloyalty; and exhibit to view 
the dreadful calamities which might befall Us, 
and which are exemplified in a manner, ſo au- 
fully terrible, in a neighbouring Kingdom. 


- 


But many of our Speculatiſts fay, They 
diſavom all intention of ſubverting Govern- 
ment; and a temperate and rational Reform is 
all they want, and ali they are contending for. 
Granted. But have theſe Theoriſts agreed 
in their mode of Reformation ?—Are they all 
u nanimous ?—Do they hold up to our view a 
better Syſtem of Government than we are at 
preſent in poſſeſſion of ?—Do they exhibit a fa- 
bric more pure,—more free from imperfeftion ? 
And then, do they with one conſent declare, — 
This is our Syſtem—this is the immaculateChild 


we wiſh to adopt—thus far in Reformation 


will we go, —and no further! 


Now, if a temperate Reform be all they 
want, why bring they not forward to public 
view a Syſtem, definite as to its extent, and in 


which they all agree, that we (who are in pol- 


ſeſſion) may contemplate its merits, and be 


convinced that its adoption will be for the 


public 


Wal. Ames „ 
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public good 7 The reaſon is obvious Theſe 
Theoriſts having each a a ſeperate object in 
view, have not hitherto agreed, nor ever will 
concur in any one Syſtem, Therefore, to give 


up the reins of Government, into the hands 
of ſuch Speculatiſts, without a convittion 


that they have a better Syſtem to ſubſtitute 
in its place, would be the extreme of madneſs; 
and as fooliſh, as the man who pulls down his 
houſe, for a few trifling inconveniences, and 
has to live in the open Air, while he conſiders 
what kind of a habitation he ſhall rebuild 


in its Read. 


| Let us beware, that we ſhare not the fate of 

that noble Italian, who ſacrificed an excellent 
. Conſtitution by indulging himſelf in Quack- 
ery and Empiriciſm, and who deſired this 
Memento to be engraven on his Tomb-ſtone, 
% was well, —wiſhed to be better—and am now 
Bere. | 


Had the Reformers, in the Reign of 
CnARLESs the iſt, or, the more recent Revo- 
lutioniſts in a neighbouring Kingdom, been 
aware of the dreadful conſequences they gave 
birth to, they would have pauſed 'ere they 
had unſheathed the Daggers of Rebellion ;— 
They would have been ſtruck with horror at 

the 


1 
me ſavage barbarities which muſt inevitably 
follow, and at the Abyſs of miſery and deſo- 


lation, into which their intemperate zeal muſt _ 
plunge their unhappy, and devoted Country. 


The ſame cauſes will, in general, produce 
the ſame effects; and as We have theſe ſtriking 


-examples before our Eyes and their dreadful 


conſequences, we muſt be mad indeed, if we 
ſuffer the milchievous hand of innovation to 
involve us, in the ſame calamitous ſituation. 


Alterations in eſtabliſhed Government can 
only be attempted with ſafety, when men's minds 
are calm and free from prejudice—when reaſon 
is cool, —unruffled by paſſion and uninfluen- 
ced by party ;—when the projetted reform can 
be maturely conſidered and digeſted, and can 


have the conſent and ſupport of all parties, 


previous to its adoption ; but when the Quan- 
tum of reform is unſpecihed, and the ſupport of 
Parties wanting to inſure {uccels and ſtability, 


the innovation proceeds gradually forward ; it 


blindly and imperceptibly ſteals along, and gains 
vigor at every ſtep, till vicious and wanton, 


with accumulated and reſiſtleſs force, it burſts 
all bounds, and madly levels all Eſtabliſhments, 
_ Conſtitutions and Laws; — then Anarchy, Mur- 


der, Devaſtation and Ruin are the certain and 
inevitable conſequences, It 
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It would be well, if thoſe of my Counts 
trymen, who are fo enraptured with Freneh= 
Politicks, would ſeriouſly fix their attention 
on What has paſſed in that Country, ſince that 
very important epoch, the firſt Revolution. 
Important, not only to France, but tothe whole 
World ; for in that wreck of Empire, the vaſl 
convulfion ſhook to the centre, the SY eur of 
every Ann in ann Lv iT 


France, under her old Monatchy, ſtood, for 
ages, highly diſtinguiſhed among Nations. In 
the year 1789 that ancient Government, in a few 
weeks, by the rude hands of deſperate and 
ambitious men, vas levelled to the ground ; 
and upon its ruins, a new Syſtem of Govern- 
ment was ere&ed under the title of“ The Na- 
tion, The _ and The King.” 


Theſe firſt Revolutioniſts viz. The cot 
ſtituent Aſſembly, were Men of wonderful en- 


terprize and ſome of them poſſeſſed of rare 
and diſtinguiſhed abilities. gf TS 1 
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In three Year's unwearied and unceafing 
labour, they produced an entire new order of 
things, a new conſtitutional code of | laws, 


which 


WE) 


which, if the wiſdom of man could have ren- 
dered permanent, might poſſibly have been 
for the happineſs of the whole of that extended 
Empire. To. inſure firmneſs and ſtability to 
this new Syſtem, the Aſſembly decreed it invi- 


olate and immutable—That the ſucceeding 


Aſſemblies were to inforce thoſe laws, and to 
be governed by them, and that nothing leſs, 


than anew National Convention, demanded by 
the people for that expreſs purpoſe, ſhould 
have power to alter them. In ſhort, the new 


code of laws, like the laws of the Medes and 
Perſians, ſhould be irrev@fkble and alter not. 


| þ +6 . . 5 at 
Io tnitealljarring intereſts and to ſecure 


the ſupport of all parties, and that all diſcord 


and animoſity might ceaſe and be for ever 
buried in oblivion, a general amneſty (upon 


the, motion of the then idolized La Fayette) paſſed 
.the National Aſſembly, which ſeemed likely to 


bave a good effett, in conciliating men's minds, 


and adding to their perſonal ſecurity. Nothing 


was then wanting, but the King's concurrence, 
to compleat the new order of things and 
the celebration of that great event took place 


on the 14th September, 1791, with unbounded 


pomp and feſtivity, amid the roar of cannon, 


and the plaudits of an innumerable concourſe 


B | of 


| 


4 
' 
9 
0 
g 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


BE 


of ſpectators. Te Dr um was ſung in their 


Churches (for Churches they had as yet) and 


all France reſounded with ſongs of thankſgiving 
and exultation ! 


The Conſtituent Aſſembly, having thus 
reſtored peace and harmony, and brought the 
great work of the Revolution, and the new 
conſtitutional code of laws, to a conclulion, 
announced to the world, that the Re-generation 
of France was accompliſhed, that 26 millions of 
people were emancipated from the tyrannic rule of 
arbitrary power, aud. reſtored to the Rights of 
Man; and that this being done—Ther miſſion 
was at an end. Thus ceaſed, in September 
1791, the Conſtituent Aﬀembly in France, 
whoſe atchievements will be memorable to the 
lateſt period of time. Without a ſemblance 
of legal authority, they ſeized upon the moſt 
ancient Monarchy in Europe, and levelled it 
to the ground ;—corrupted its armies, and at- 
tached them to their own intereſts—ſtripped 
the Crown of all authority—ſeized its pala- 
ces and royal domains—deprived the ancient 


Nobility, dignified Clergy, and all orders of 


men, of their titles and honors, and degraded 


them to the rank of the humbleſt Citizen. — 


The convents and extenſive property annexed 7 
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NE 
to the church, which for ages had been held 


ſacred, they confiſcated and fold. ——Thus 


they triumphed over the inveterate'opinions, 
over the collected partialities and prejudices of 
mankind, which had ſubſthed for generations, 
and tho' threatened and ſurrounded by hoſ- 
tile nations, and rent by internal convul- 
ſions, ſtorms, and tempeſte, they perlevered, 
with inflexible courage and reſolution, - in 
eſtabliſhing the new Syltem of Government, 


Mr. Fox was ſo enraptured with the ex- 
terior of this (then untried) Syſtem, that he 
declared it, in the Britiſh Senate, to be The 
e nobleſt ſtructure which had ever been reared by“ 
* human wiſdom.” But Mr. BuRKXE, who 
looked more deeply into the cauſes which 
gave birth to this RARA Avis, —notwithſt and- 
ing it's fair outſide, and captivating form, 
foretold its fate and ſhort-lived exiſtence; nor 
had this keen obſerver of the human mind, 
long to wait, before he beheld his predittions 
verified. | | 


The National Legiflative-afſembly, being 
convoked, took, individually, the conſtitution- 
a) oath, in the following words,—* 7 ſwear ” 
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« 7g mainlain, to the utmoſt of my power, the wy 
* Conſlitution of the, Kingdom, decreed by the * 
« Conſlituting National Aſſembly, in the gears 
« 1789, 1790, and 1791 ;—to propoſe, or con- 
« ſent to nothing in the courſe of the Legiſlature, * 
©« which may be hoſtile to it, and to be, in every 


42 parlicular. 7 Jul to the Gentry the Lau, 85 
« and the King.” | 


The duty of theſe new Legiſlators was 
materially different from that of their Prede- 
ceſſors: they had not the arduous taſk of erect- 
ing a new Syſtem of Government, but to ſup- 
port one, and to maintain, and cauſe to be 
executed, thoſe laws which were handed down 
to them by the former affembly,—which They, 
the Kine, and Porz, had ſworn, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner to keep inviolate. 


Fe ſeems however, that Mr. Tons 
Pal xE's principles had not been. confined to 
our oon Country, but had alſo been induſtriouſ- 
ly diſſeminated in France, and had taken ſuch 
deep root among theſe new Legiſlators, that 
the moſt ſolemn oaths were not proof againſt 


the levelling artillery of the RIchrSs or Man, 


and of LI BERT and ExuALITY.— PAT 


by a parity of reaſoning, and in conformity to 
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by the former Aſſembly 
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Pains's principles, concluded, that, as every 
Body of People has at all times an inherent 
right to legiſlate for themſelves, independent 
of exiſting Laws, it would be a flagrant viola- 
tion of their Rights, if They were to be fet- 
tered by, the Conſtitutional Code of Laws, 

enatted by their predeceſſors; for, that it was 
no more incumbent on them to be governed 
by the laws of the Conſtituent Aſſembly, than 
it was incumbent on that Affembly to be g0- 
verned by the Jaws of the old Monarchy : and 
tho' this mode of reaſoning be ſubrerſive of 
all Government, and in Aren violation. of their 
oath, yet, it is compatible with the aforeſaid 
Mr. Patyx's principles of Government. 


| Theſe new Legiſlators, more ſanguinary, 
and with abilities infinitely inferior to their 
Predeceſlors, no ſooner began to exercile their 
functions, than they evinced the moſt impla- 
cable hatred to the King, and the executive 
power : a change of Miniſters ſucceeded each 
other in almoſt daily rotation, and the Sinews 
of Government ſoon became relaxed, and loſt 
their energy, and that apparently goodly ſtruc- 
ture, which had been reared with ſo much care 
for the promiſed glory 
and happineſs of mankind, was evidently haſten- 
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ing apace to ruin and deſtruftion; for the 
laws were diſregarded, and without authority. 
In ſhort, in a few months, all the functions of 
Government ceaſed, public credit was at an 
end, and their commerce ruined; and Conſpi- 
racies A ſſaſſinations - Revolt and Rebellion 
raged, with deſolating fury, throughout every 
part of that once happy and extenſive Empire. 


In the Capitol, a lawleſs blood-thirſty and 
ferocious mob, infatuated n the new-fang- 
led doQtrines of LIEBEN TY and Egvaiary, 
committed the blackeſt crimes, and trampled 
upon all laws, both human and divine, 


That ever-memorable Ara in France 
(diſtinguiſhed, by theſe deluded Men, by the 
4th year of Liberty, and 1ſt of Equality) will 
blacken and ſtigmatize the hiſtoric page of 
that devoted Country to the lateſt poſterity. 
On the 1oth of Auguſt, 1792, the tide of 
deſtruction raged with ungovernable and hel- 
liſh fury—all was anarchy and diſmay ; and 
Paris, which had once been held up as the 
moſt poliſhed city in the Univerſe, became 


the ſpettator of ſcenes, which 9 would 
have bluſhed at. 


In 
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r the . In this paroxyſm of madneſs, from twelve 
ority. 4 to fifteen thouſand perſons periſhed by the 
ns of | ſword, and the deadly hand of the altahin ;— 
at an | the dying and the dead, in mangled and un- 
nſpi- 2 diſtinguiſhed heaps, formed the heart-tree- 
hon 7 zing ſpectacle in every ſtreet, No order, 
very ; or diſtinction of men, met with mercy from 
ire. their hands: to be ſuſpected of loyalty was 


certain death, for there was no power to pro— 
tet the innocent. Ihe Clergy iled to the 


and Altar for ſafety; but in vain ;—no ſenctuary 
ang could ſhelter them from theſe ſacrilegious 
TTY, monſters. The King, Queen, and Royal 
pled Children, over whoſe misfortunes humanity 
has already ſhed many a tear, elcaped with dif- 
ficulty from their palace, and fled to the nati- 
onal Aſſembly for protection; who, in an 1g- 
"ance nominious manner, conſigned them to a mean 
the apartment, without the conveniences, or even 
will the neceſſaries of life; from whence they 
of were conveyedto priſon, amid the biſſes and 
gs curſes of a ferocious and ſavage Mob. 
hel- 
and After this awful criſis, at which human 
the nature ſhudders and recoils, a momentary. calm 
ame ſucceeded, for the multitude were weary with 
uld exceſs of butchery. Nevertheleſs, che Al- 
ſembly ceaſed not from their ſanguinary la- 
In bours ; for, from the 10th of Auguſt to the 1ſt 


of 
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of September, they were indefatigable in deted- 
ing and committing to priſon, ſuch of the royal 
attendants as had hitherto eſcaped their fury, 
as well as the remainder of the ancient Nobi- 
lity and Clergy, who wete ſuſpetted of attach- 
ment to the old monarchial Government, or 
even to the firſt Revolution in 1789, under 
the title of © The Nation—The Law—and the 
King; and no ſooner were the priſons filled 
with theſe devoted vittims, than the for- 
mer hord of Rufhans iſſued forth with their 
accuſtomed ferocity—burſt open the priſon- 
doors, and, with more than indian barbarity, 
without reſpett either to age, or ſex, or rank, 
or virtue, indiſcriminately maſſacred nearly 
all who fell in their way, and with murderous 
and bloody hands, amidſt ſavage acclamations, 
rioted with exulting madnels, 


The Princeſs LamBALLE, whoſe beauty 
and accompliſhfients were not exceeded by 


any of her ſex, was doomed to priſon for no 
other crime than her attachment to the Royal 


Family; nor did her priſon protect her from 
theſe inhuman Monſters ; for, after having for- 
ced her apartment, and with violence fatiated 
their brutal luſts, they cut out her tongue, tore 
her limb from limb, ſtruck off her head, and 
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fixed it on a pike; and then expoſed the 
convulſed and horrid ſpettacle before the 
window of her afflicted, and much-loved 
Miſtreſs, the Queen. At this period (the 4ſt 
of September) above hve hundred victims were 
ſacrificed in cold blood, chiefly officers of the 
Crown, Biſhops, Dignitarics of the Church, 
and ancient Nobility; ſuch as eſcaped their 
fury fled from their native Country, to ſeek 
an aſylum in a foreign land. 


Theſe traiterons Legiſlators, at length 
ſenſible of their incapacity to govern, or to 


_ reſtore tranquillity to their diſtratted Country, 


voluntarily announced to the world, the peri- 
od of their legiſlative exiſtence ; and thus, on 
the 24th of September, 1792, the ſecond nati- 
onal Legiſlative Aſſembly of France, of infa- 
mous and bloody memory, flept with its Father, 
in the 4th year of LI B ETV, andgfirſt of Egua- 
LITY, having reigned 11 months and 24 days! 


If the people in France have exchanged 
their old Monarchial Government, under 
which, for ages, they have been ſo diſtinguiſh=- 
ed, for theſe new-fangled Syſtems, founded 
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on LIIGRTY and Egvarity, which, in, 
ftead of diffuſing harmony and peace, have 
given birth to anarchy, civil commotions, and 
all thoſe horrid outrages, which diſgrace hu— 
man nature, and which ſtill continue to de— 


ſolate that unhappy and devoted Country: 


how much does it behove Us and all mankind, 
to ſhun thole rocks upon which they ſplit ; and 
not ruſh into deſtruction with ſuch a dreadful 
example before our eyes? Let us rather ſtifle 
in their birth, thole deluſive doctrines of Li- 
BERT and EQuALI1rty, fo fatal to the happi- 
neſs of mankind, and io deſtructive to all Syl- 
tems of Government. | 


The next Aſſembly (now the Nationat 
Convention) followed up the nefarious Syſtem 
of innovation adopted by their predeceſſors ; 
for tho' the King was by them virtually de- 


poled and committed to priſon, yet this new 


Knot of Tyrants went a ſtep farther,—the 
firſt act, in their legiſlative capacity, was the 
abolition of Royalty in France, and from this 
period, their public aQs are dated“ The ft 
Year of the French Republic.“ 


How far thele Republicans will be able 
to reſtore order and tranquillity to that diſ- 


tracted 
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tratted Empire, Time, the diſcloſer of all 
human events, can alone develop. —Hitherto, 
their councils haye not been diſtinguiſhed 
by any proof of legiſlative wiſdom, or una- 
nimity: indeed every ſucceeding change in 
Government, ſince the iſt Revolution in 
1789, (inſtead of reſtoring order and tran- 
quillity) has widened the breaches of diſu- 
nion, and been produthye of more atroci- 
ous, and blacker crimes. The ſtrongeſt 
feature, in the character of the preſent Aſſem- 
bly, is their implacable hatred to. Kings, and 
Kingly-governments. One of them, the ſan— 
guinary DAN TON, thus delivers himſelf;— 
« The principle of leaving conquered People and“ 
* Countries, the right of chooſing their own con- 
* ſtitution, ought to be ſo far mod: fied, that we 
te /hould expreſſly forbid them to give themſelves * 
« Kings :—THERE MUST BE NOMORE KINCS“ 
* in EURO E. — One King would be ſufficient to“ 


e endanger-the general Liberty. And I requeſt '* 
« that a Committee may be eſtabliſhed, for the“ 
« purpoſe of promoting, A GENERAL In- ” 


c SURRECTION AMONGST ALL PE O „„ 
4% AGAINST KINGS,” | 


Another worthy Member propoſed, to 
raiſe © 4 ſele# Body, conſiſting of Twelve hun- 
dred 


C061 


« dred Men, armed with daggers, for the Af 
« fination of Kings.“ 


Theſe blood-thirſty and diabolical princi- 
ples pervade the whole Convention, who have 
ſworn eternal hoſtility to all Regal Govern- 
ments; and, having defaced and trampled upon 
all Laws both divine and human, they naw 
openly profeſs and glory in the diſbelief of a 
GOD. 


Thus, this Aſſembly of deluded Infidels, 
deaf to the voice of humanity and to the 
Laws of eternal Juſtice, are fitting in judg- 
ment on their lawful Sovereign, and unjuſtly 
uſurping the funktions of judges, jury, and 
accuſers ;—and moſt probably, the time is not 
far remote, when their ſavage and mercileſs 
hands, may be embrued in the blood of mar- 
tyred Innocence. 


It becomes not weak and ſhort-fighted 
man to divine, for what hidden cauſe, that 
wretched nation is thus ſeverely afflicted — 
Nor is it fit for us to call in queſtion the 
decrees of unerring wiſdom ;—but let us, with 
all humility, ſupplicate that BEIN e, who diretts 
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and governs all things, to protect Us, and 


dur Poſterity, from the like dreadful af- 
flictions. 


That, in any Country, there ſhould exiſt 
men enjoying the protection of good and 
wholeſome laws, who can be ſo monſtrouſly 
infatuated, as to hold up to view the Revo- 
lution in France, as an example, or as an event 
for Engliſhmen to celebrate, is ſo wick=- 
ed, and ſo impolitic, that the human mind 
is at a loſs to account for ſuch unnatural 
apoſtacy. Yet we find, carly in the firſt 
Revolution, whilſt thoſe infatuated Legiſlators 
were demoliſhing Monarchy,—ſtripping the 
Nobility and Clergy of their titles and poſ- 
ſeſſions, and levelling all orders and diſtintt- 
ions of men, that numbers of our Countrymen, 
with congenial minds, approved,—applauded, 
and hailed theſe gentle Innovators, as the true 
born ſons of Liberty, ſent on Earth for the 
re-generation of all nations.—Public meet. 
ings were convened, annual feſtivities were 
held, to commemorate this glorious epoch of 
redemption; and that every claſs of men 
(however obſcure and illiterate) might be 
enlightened, and inſtructed, in theſe new 
principles, which were deemed ſo. eſſenti- 
al to their happineſs, Aſſociations and Clubs 

were 
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were aſſembled to diſſeminate them ;—num- 
berleſs pamphlets. were publiſhed, and ſo 


indefatigable were the promoters of theſe doc- 
trines, that the poor had them given ſor no- 
thing, and ſuch as could not read had them 
expounded. Thus the ſeeds of diſaffectio n 
were ſpread far and wide, and mens' minds 
were inflamed and corrupted with imaginary 
evils, 


Theſe .new-enlighted Men, in order 
to level all diſtinctions, preach up that man- 
kind are all born with equal natural rights, — 
that all power ought to be derived from the 
people, and that LiBverty and EguaLirty, 
are the imperſcriptible rights of men ;—that 
our repreſentation in Parliament is unequal, 
and inadequate—that our National-debt 1s enor- 
mous—that the preſent Family on the Throne 
are expenſive—and that our taxes, which are 
exceſſive, would be reduced to little or no- 
thing, were we but relieved from thele grie- 
vous burthens, 


So loſt to all decency were ſome of them, 
that tho* at convivial meetings, a lewd toaſt or 
a licentious ſentiment was received with un- 
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bounded applauſe, and repeated with avidity, 
yet when the King was given for a toaſt, it 
operated like poiſon to their diſaffeded and 
debauched appetites; and neither the charms 
of the bottle, nor their reſpect to good man- 
ners, could reconcile them to drink to the 
health of ſo unwelcome a perionage. —— They 
deſcribed us as Slaves opprefied by a tyran- 
nical and arbitrary Government, and indul- 
triouſly proclaimed that the happy time was 
come, when 26 millions of People, in a neigh- 
bouring Kingdom, had cmancipated themſelves 
from the yoke of thcir oppreſſors.—that the glo- 
rious Ara was faſt approaching, when the eyes 
of the people of England, would be open to 
conviction, and to their own happinels :— 
when they would emerge from their wretched 
ſtate of ſlavery and oppreſſion, to the enjov- 
ment of their natural Rights and Liberties. 


Mr. Pains boldlv ſtepped forward in 
ſupport of theſe dottrines, and unveiled that 
diabolical part of the Deſign, which, be- 
fore, was but very faintly concealed from pub- 
lic view. He informs mankind that the 
people of Great Britain have no conllitution— 
that they have, for ages, been governed by 
Nnaves and Fools—that all Kings are crowned 
Robbers—that Lords and Biſhops are the very 
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Fungi of Government—uſcleſs Things, and a 


diſgrace to an Empire—that mankind would be 


much happier and better without them—and 


that the Rights of Men ought not to be viola- 


ted by orders and diſtinctions. 


Such is Mr. Painz's levelling Syſtem 3 
and tho* our modern Reformers do not ſay 
that they hate all Kings, and Lords, and 
Biſhops; yet, they openly applaud and are 
enraptured with the meaſures of thoſe very 
Revolutioniſts in France, who have aboliſhed 
Monarchy, Nobility, and Epic 
Hence, what their real ſentiments afe, my 


* 
+ 


readers will eaſily diſcover. 


Mr. Painsz's treaſonable publications 
« The Rights of Man ” are fraught with the 
greateſt miſchief : his principles are ſubverſive 
of all Government, his objects are evidently 
to ſtir up ſedition, and to ſeduce men from 
their allegiance to his Majeſty, and their at- 
tachment to our preſent happy conſtitution ; 
but tho' they are ſubverſive of all eftabliſh- 


ments, and of the peace and happineſs of man- 


kind, yet our Reformers have not thought them 
the leſs befitting their purpoſe, for we find 
theſe 


U 35. 3 


theſe very books circulated with aſtoniſhing 
induſtry through every part of the Britiſh Em- 
pire, and, that they are approved by ſome 
leading men in the County of Lancaſter, the 
following Reſolutions bear ample teſtimony. 


& Bulls'-Head Inn, Mancheſter, 13th March, 1792. 


T a meeting of the Mancheſter Conſtitu- 
tional Society, held this day, 


IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOLYED, 


That the thanks of this ſociety are due to 
Mr. Tnowmas Pains, for the publication of 
his Second part of the Rights of Man, combining 
principle and prafiice ;* a work of the higheſt im- 


| Sortance to every nation under Heaven, but 


particularly to this, as containing excellent and 
pratticable plans for an immediate and conſi- 
derable reduction of the public expenditure ; 


Yor the prevention of wars; for the extenſion 


of our manufactures and commerce; for the 
education of the young; for the comfortable 
ſupport of the aged; for the better' mainte- 


| Nance of the poor of every deſcription; and 
©  >Anally, for leſſening GREATLY, and without 


delay, the enormous load of taxes, under which 


- this country at preſent labours. 


C 'That 
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That this Society congratulate their coun— 
trymen at large, on the influence which Mr. 
Paixz's publications appear to have had, in 
procuring the repeal of ſome oppreſſive taxes, 
in the prelent ſeſſion of Parliament; and they, 
hope that this adoption of a {mail part of Mr. 
Paing's 1deas, Will be followed by the molt 
ſtrenuous exerttons to accompliſh a compleat 
Reſorm in the prcient inadequate ſtate of the 
repreſentation of the people; and that the other 
great plans of public benefit, which Mr. "PAINE 
has ſo powerfully recommended, will be ſpee- 
dily carried into effect.“ 

Trnomas WALEER, Preſident. 
SAMUEL JACKSON, Secretary.“ 


Who they are that compoſe this“ Conſtitu- 
tional Society in Mancheſter,” beſides Mr. War- 
X ER and Mr. ]Aackson, Iam wholly uninformed, 
but I am convinced that the bulk of the Gen- 
tlemen in that opulent and flouriſhing Town 
will not thank Mr. WALK EKA and Mr. Jacxs08, 
for thus fixing upon them the Stigma of diſaf- 
fettion ; for I am aſſured that (excepting a few) 
there are not more loyal Subjects in any part of 
his Majeſty's dominions, 


It is unneceſſary to remark, that this ſecond 


part of te —— of Man, in praiſe of which 
this 
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this Society has been ſo laviſh, is the ſame va- 
luable Book for which Mr. Parxz has been 
convicted in the Court of King's-bench, as 
the author of a ſeditious publication againſt 
Government. 


If a Book ſhould be publiſhed, having 
for it's object the peace and happineſs of man- 
kind in this life, and, if poſſible, could inſure 
their eternal Salvation 1n another world, I 
much doubt whether ſuch Book would be re- 
ceived by ſome men with ſuch diſtinguiſhed 
approbation, as Mr, Paixz's ** Rights of Man”? 
or be diſperſed with ſuch active zeal and 
induſtry, 


As moſt diſaffected Writers have proba- 
bly at ſome period of their lives read the 
Scriptures, I wonder that no appoſite texts 
no divine precepts, have allured their attention 
to elucidate and fanction their doctrines, and 
to exhibit their political as well as religious 
principles in a more favorable point of view. 


We are exhorted, © To fear God and honor 
the King”, and the wiſeſt of men inculcated 
this invaluable precept (which at this particu- 
lar ſeaſon deſerves to be recorded in letters of 


Gold) 2 My Son, fear Thou the Lord and the * 
| « Ring 
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« King, and meddle not with them that are given“ 
« to change; for their calamities Mall ariſe ſud- "" 
** denly.” —As it is poſſible that theſe reflett- 
ions may fall into the hands of ſome perſons 
who may be unacquainted with Mr. Patrxe's 


character, a brief account of him may not be 
unacceptable to them. 


Mr. Truomas Paint was born at Thetford 

in Nor/olk, in the year 1736.— lis father was 
a Staymaker, and gave him a decent educa- 

tion; when 14 years old, he was taken from 

ſchool to learn his Father's buſineſs, and con- 

tinued with him fax years, after which, he 

worked as a Journeyman Staymaker at Dover ; 

but being too idle and diſſolute to attend to bu- 

ſinels, he occafionally adopted another charac- 

ter viz. that of a Methodiſt-preacher. His 
volatile diſpoſition being ſoon tired with preach- 
ing, as well as ſtay-making, at the age of 25 he 
procured admittance into the Exciſe, from 
which ſervice he was diſcarded for mal-prattices 
in leſs than a year afterwards, when he reſorted 
to his old profeſſion of -preaching.—London, 
and ſeveral other populous Towns can boaſt 
of the honor of Citizen PAIN E's methodiſtical 
dottrines; but this mode of life was again ſoon 
deſerted by our Hero, and by the affiſtance of 
bis friends we find him reinſtated in the Ex-- 
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eiſe at Lewes in Syſſex, and being then inſected 
with an itch for writing, he frequently employ- 
cd his talenis »1ther in ſwindling his brother 
Exciſemen, or involving them in difficulties, 
In a few years, he was again diſmiiled from 
the Exciſe, and his conduct was become fo 
notorious, as to leave him without the leaſt 
hope of ever being reſtored to the ſervice. — 
He then embarked for Amer:ca in the year 
1774, and report ſays, that whilſt he was Com- 
miſſary in the American Army, he was tryed 
for peculation and embezzlement, and-by the 
ſentence of a Court-martial was rendered inca- 
pable of ever again ſerving the united ſtates 
of America. Be this as it may—after peace 
was reſtored to that Country, it was no longer 
bleſſed with the reſidence of our adventurer, — 
he returned to London in ſearch of freſh com- 


motions. 


At that time our reſtleſs reformers in 
England were buſy propagating diſſentions, 
by holding up the Revolution in France for 
our example, by recommending it to our 
imitation, and by other means. This was too 
favorable a moment to eſcape Mr. Painxe's 
notice. He readily joined his efforts to thoſe 
diſcontented Beings, and publiſhed his firſt and 
ſecond parts of The Rights of Man.” Theſe 


leditious publications railed him highly in the 
| eſtimation 
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eſtimation of ſeditious men, and he was too 
diſtinguiſhed a volunteer in difafiettion and 
anarchy, to eſcape the notice of our new-en- 
lightened neighbours in France. Hence, I 
preſume, we find this Firebrand of Rebellion, 
and the late Birmingham Doctor (thoſe re— 
nowned diſturbers of the peace and happinels 
of mankind) in the year 1792, exalted to the 
eminent honor of being elected members of 
that infamous and blood-thirſty Body of men. 
The preſent National Convention of France. 
Here I ſhall take leave of this diſtinguiſhed 
Hero of the Bodice, and endeavour to give 


(what I conceive to be) a rational definition of 
the Rights of Man. 
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TheRights of Man are two- fold, viz. Thoſe 
which appertain to him in a ſtate of nature 
and thoſe which belong to him in a civil, or 
locial ſtate, —In the firſt, his rights are ſuch 
as the Savages enjoy in uncivilized Countries, 
where inclination and power alone form the 
14 confines of Liberty. But in civil lociety, 
I} the Rights of Man are circumſcribed, and are 
4 conformable to the laus of the land he lives in, 
define the laws, and you define his rights, 
[| | For the laws of every civilized Country de- 
{| termine the Rights of the People; of courſe the 
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Rights of Man vary as much as the laws of one 
Country differ from the laws of another. 


Pray what extent of Liberty could we enjoy, 
more than we are in poſſeſſion of, which wonld 
contribute to our nappinels If yur liberty 
ſuffered you to do injury to your neighbour, — 
to violate his Daughter, or to pillage his pol- 
ſeſſions, —would not another neighbour, more 
powerful than you, have an equal right to vio- 
late your Daughter, and pillage your poſiet- 
lions ?—This realoning will hold good ad infi- 
nitum. If this was to be the conlequence of 
the extenſion of our liberty, what ſhould we 
gain by it ?—we ſhould bring upon ourſelves 
that which would be our ruin, and the deftruc- 
tion of all human ſociety, viz. Licentioulne!s 
and Anarchy, 


It is continually ſounded in our cars 
that the repreſentation in Parliament is un- 
equal and inadequate—that ſome inſignificant | 
and obſcure places, which are bought and 
ſold, retain the privilege of ſending Members 
to Parliament, whilſt ſome large and populous 
Towns have no Repreſentatives at all, and ex- 
tenſive Counties only ſend two at the moſt.— 
All this is granted—what is complained of 1s 
the beſt proof of the ineſtimable value of our 
excellent laws and conſtitution, which hold 

lacred 
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ſacred and inviolable the Rights and Privi- 
leges of every individual, —of every place, and 
of every order and deſcription of men. — The 
cloſe Boroughs (as they are called) only retain 
and exerciſe their ancient Rights and Liber- 
ties, and to take away thoſe rights would be 
to violate the conſtitution, and would ſtrike at 
the very root and foundation of Britiſh Liber- 
ty. I believe that the titles to ſome people's 
eſtates will not bear ſo ſtrict a ſcrutiny, as the 
Right which thofe cloſe Boroughs enjoy of 
ſending Repreſentatives to Parliament. 


The evil alledged to ariſe from the inequa- 
lity in the repreſentation is far more imagi- 
nary than real: for, in fact, the man, who gives 
a vote for a Repreſentative in Parliament, 1s 
not a jot better repreſented than his neighbour 
who does not enjoy that privilege. We are 
told by diſcontented men, that three-fourths 
of the people are taxed without their conſent. 
With as much propriety might the minority, 
on any queſtion in the Houſe of Commons 
ſay © we did not give our conſent to this“ 
« meaſure, before it paſſed into a law, for we“ 
« oppoſed it, therefore, we will not be bound“ 
* dy it.” Nov the people of England who do 
not enjoy the privilege of voting, and the 
Members in the Houſe of Commons who ave 
IN 
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in a minority, are, in this point of view, pre- 
ciſely in the ſame ſituation.— You will eaſily 


perceive the fallacy of this mode of reaſon- 


ing—for if the deciſion of a majority of Mem- 
bers in the Houſe of Commons was not equally 
concluſive and binding on the whole, as on the 
majority, there would at once be an end of 
our laws, and of our Government. 


That our preſent repreſentation in Parli- 
ament is competent to all purpoſes of good 
Government, the flouriſhing ſtate of every part 
of the Kingdom bears ample and irrefragable 
teſtimony. Now was the reverle the caſe, 
and our trade attually bad—our commerce 
ruined, and our manufattories languiſhing, and 
were it demonſtrable that our unequal repre- 
preſentation in Parliament occaſioned all this 


 wretchedneſs, then there would be ſome wiſdom 


in tracing the evil to its ſource, and in endea- 
vouring to remove it; and it might be prudent 
in that caſe, to run ſome hazard to accompliſh 
ſo deſirable an object; but, when no ſuch cir- 
cumſtances exiſt, when all is plenty, proſperity 
and riches, to riſk the effects of a change on 
ſpeculative theories, would be the height of 
madneſs and folly; for much might be loſt, 
and the very exiſtence of the Conſtitution en- 
dangered in the experiment, whilſt, on the 


other hand, no eſſential advantage could be 
gained, The 
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The better to elucidate this argument, let 
us recur to that period, when our Houſe of 
Commons declared that the influence of the 
Crown had encreaſed, was encreaſing, and ought 


to be diminiſhed. (I do not mean to con- 
teſt the truth of that poſition.) A Bill was 


introduced to remedy the ſuppoſed evil, which 
ſoon received the ſanction of both Houſes of 


Parliament, and his Majeſty, conceiving that 


the intended abridgement of the power of the 
Crown was forthe welfare of his people, chear- 
fully gave it his aſſent. By the operation of 
this Bill, the influence of the Crown was un- 
doubtedly materially curtailed. The Com- 
mons (or rather a Faction in the Houſe of 
Commons) having at that time gained the al- 
cendancy, and having begun with ſucceſs the 
work of innovation, by levelling the firſt fence 
of the Crown, ſome time afterwards followed 
up their encroaching Syſtem, with another Bill 
of more alarming tendency, viz. Mr. Fox's 
Eaſt India Bill, and, as it generally happens 
that when the Machinators of innovation have 
once begun they ſeldom know where to ſtop, 
they contrived to get this Bill paſſed the Houſe 
of Commons. It's fatal conſequences how = 
ever were perceived in the Houſe of Lords, 
and it was by them, in a critical moment, re- 
jected, and the diſſolution of that virtuous 
Adminiſtration immmediately followed, 
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Had Mr. Fox's India Bill been carried 
into a law, the Conltitution would have been 
ſhook to its baſis, the Crown wantonly deprived 
of it's prerogatives and it's patronage, and, in 
ſhort, little or nothing would have been left it 
worth preſerving — Mr. ExsK1NE, at that time 
a kind of Deputy Champion of that Faction, 
inſiſted ſtrenuouily in the Houſe of Commons, 
that the title of © The Miniſter of the Crown,” 
which the Right Honble. Gentleman (Mr. 
Pirr) had arrogated to himſelf, was a new 
character, and one that the Conſtitution of 
England neither acknowledged, nor knew. 


I ſhall make no comment on ſuch unconſtitu- 
tional language, 


A majority of the Commons having thus 
manifeſted their open hoſtility to the allowed 
and juſt rights of the Crown, the King was 
obliged to reſort to the ſtrong meaſure of diſ- 
ſolving the Parliament, and of truſting to the 
loyalty and ſupport of ais people, who, to their 
immortal honor, on this memorable occaſion 
proved themſelves worthy of that great confi- 


_ dence ; and ſo marked was the dilapprobation 


of the Country at ſuch unprecedented con- 


duct, that many of the Leaders of the Faction 


were unable to procure Seats in the next Par- 
liament.— have only to add, that thoſe lead- 


ing men, who had nearly plunged this Country 
; into 


P48] 


into Anarchy, and driven the Monarch from 
his Throne, or at leaſt had almoſt left theCrown 
not worth the wearing, are the ſame who have 
been the avowed Champions of the difalletted, 
and the patrons of the ſeditious and turbulent 
on every occaſion. 


But to return from this digreſſion to the 
preſent rage for LIBERTY and Eguatity.— 
In the human race, there is no ſuch thing as 
Equality, it cannot ſubſiſt a moment, except 
in infancy and in the grave. — The inclinations 
and purſuits of men are as various and diver- 
fified as the lineaments of their faces. Is the 
man who bravely fights in the field, or boldly 
expoſes himſelf to the dangers of the ſeas for 
his Country's weal—is he, inſtead of receiv- 
ing ſome reward for his merit, to {it down un- 
diltinguiſhed with the indolent, the coward and 
the profligate? If ſuch were the caſe, where 
would exiſt the ſpur to emulation, —the in- 
eitement to be brave? But the kind of 
Equality moſt coveted by many perſons is 
the equalization of Property they ſay *tis 
hard that, while ſome individuals poſſeſs more 
than they can enjoy, others, equal in na- 
tural reſpects, are quite deſtitute. Of this 
deſcription of men is the Libertine, the Spend- 
thrift who has waſted his ſubſtance, the idle, 


the diſſolute, the e pick-pocket, and the plun- 
derer 
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derer. To ſuch the doctrine of Equalization 
has many charms. But was it even in the power 
of thoſe abandoned men to plunge this King- 
dom into anarchy, into one rude chaos, and 
were it then poflible that EguArrry could 
ariſe from that confuſed maſs —how long would 
it continue to bleſs mankind Would it con- 
tinue an age—a year—or a month ?f—No— 
not a week, nor a day. —An attempt to place 
and keep mankind upon an equality would be 
as futile, as that of the equalization of men's 
ſtatures, or the temperament of the Atmoſphere. 


The equality the moſt eſſential toour hap- 
pineſs is the equal participation and protection 
of good laws, which the ſubjetts of this Country 
enjoy in a more eminent degree than thoſe of 
any other in the known world. 


We are continually amuſed with impracti- 
cable theories, and reiterated attempts are made 
to captivate our imaginations with ideal 
and viſionary projects: our peace, our hap- 
pineſs, our proſperity and our invaluable Con- 
ſtitution are all attacked under thoſe deluſive 
maſks—*© THE RIGHTS or MAN, AND Li- 
BERTY AND EQUALITY.” -Let us my 
Countrymen, guard againſt theſe deluſive and 
viſionary phantoms, for they are deſtruftive of 
our peace, and every other ſublunary e. 
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Let us bamiſh diſcord and ſedition from 
amongſt us. —Let us be unanimous—let us ſtand 
firm and unſhaken in oi” loyalty to our King, 
in our attachment to our Conſtitution and in 
ſupport of our laws. Let us ſubmit our- ?** 
« ſelves to every ordinance of man, for the *” 
« Lord's ſake, whether it be to the King as ?? 
« Supreme; or unto Governors, or unto them“ | 
« which are ſent by him, for the puniſh. “ 
« ment of Evil-doers, and for the praiſe of“ 
« them that do well.” 


And while we are thus exalted above every 
Nation upon Earth in proſperity and riches, 
and whilſt our Rights and Liveriics are pro- 
tected and held ſacred by our invaluable Con- 
ſtitution, let us learn to prize and ſtamp a juſt 


value upon theſe ineſtimable bleſſings. 


Let war and diſcord rage around us, let 
other Empires rife or fall, if Engliſhmen re- 
main to England true, Britain can never fall. 
Encircled by the ocean, we fear no invading 
Foe, and the dominion of the Sea ſhall ever 
boaſt Bxi1Taxx1ait's Protettor and it's Queen, 
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Entered at STATION ER's-HALL. 
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